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prominent member of the Government* Parnell, who dis-
liked such behaviour, sent a whip to tell the man not to be
" a damned fool*" The whip repeated the request exactly
as Parnell had made it, and was astonished to discover that
the new member was delighted at being noticed at all by his
chief* He kept up his interruptions in the hope that he
might be noticed again* On another occasion, when a
member of his party had been guilty of some meanness,
Parnell sent for him and gave him a rebuke that left him limp
and almost whimpering* There can rarely have been in the
world a man who exacted and received such complete obedi-
ence from his followers as Parnell exacted and received from
the Irish Nationalists*
Mr* Gladstone during this time was propaganding Home
Rule, and Parnell, realising that such work could be better
done in England by the ex-Premier than by anyone else,
contented himself with pacific efforts*   He could not prevent
the Plan of Campaign from being used, but he could and
did discourage those who used it*   He made a celebrated
speech to the members of the Eighty Club on May 8, 1888,
in which he declared his dislike of it*   " I was ill/* he said,
" dangerously ill*   It was an illness from which I have not
entirely recovered up to this day*   I was so ill that I could
not put pen to paper or even read a newspaper*    I knew
nothing about the movement until weeks after it had started,
and even then I was so feeble that for several months, abso-
lutely up to the meeting of Parliament, I was positively
unable to take part in any public matter, and was scarcely
able to do so for months after*   If I had been in a position
to advise about it, I candidly admit to you that I should have
advised against it* * * *    I considered, and still consider, that
there were features in the Plan of Campaign, and in the way
in which it was necessary it should be carried out, which
would have had a bad effect upon the general political situa-
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